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TAFT SPEAKS OUT

His Annnal Message to Congress
Delivered Today.

Doeument Not as Lengthy as
Similar Ones Before.

_' OMITS BIG QUESTIONS.

Such as Anti-Trust, Interstate
b Commerce and Conservation.

But These Will Be Handled in
Communications Later.

FOR CIVIL PENSIONS.

President Thinks They Will
Benefit Government Serviee.

Economy in Expenditures
Strikes Him as Most Important.

Presldent Taft's ta con-

message

treasury, might by glving Immunlily
und othérwise, prove an embarrassment
In securing the conviction of the gullty
parties,

No Tariff Tinkering Planned,

It is Presldent Taft's idea that the
maximum and minimum clause of the
new tariff law {s not lkely to lead to 1
tariff war with any other foreign coun-
try and &t he will do his best to avoid
any such controversy. On this matter
of the tariff, he calls attention to the
fact that the tariff board's work will
probably take from two to three years,
and that if its findlngs are of such
“character as to show generally that
the rates of dutlaes Imposed by the pres-
ent tarlff law are excessive under the
principles of protection as described in
the platform of the successful party al
the late election, I shall not hesitate to
Invite the attention of congress to this
fact and to the nepessity for action
predicated thereon.” He belleves that
it will be nnwise for congress to at-
tempt any tarilf leglsiation until the
tariff board Is able to report. .

Army and Navy AfMatrs.

On army and navy matters the presi-

tdent calls attention to the points of

| seoretary of the

the secretary of war and also the
navy. He endorses
the plans of a joint army and navy
board for the establishment of an ex-
tensive naval base in Pear! harbor,
Hawallan Islands, rather than In Ma-
illa bay. He also urges the construc-
#on of additional coast defense at
Chesapeake bay and expresses his sym-
| ithy with the plans of Secretary
»Mever for a thorough reorganization
¢f the navy department. He also joins
Mr. Mever in asking congress to au-
thorize the construction of two first
c.ass battleships and one repair ship.
The Law's Delay.

gress, which is printed In full else-| o a9, aple space 1s devoted by the
where in this issue of the State Jour-| .p.gjdent to the discussion of th- law's
nal, Is a voluminous document com- | delay in this rountr_\'.h Hl? a!:ys !;e[dnas
=] 10 or houss -ords. | not doubt that much of the violence
i e e i o e r;,,. end cruelty exhibited in lynching is |
Nearly half of it |3 devoted to a de Cireotly due to the uncertainties and
talled report of the actvities of the injustice growing out of the delays in
department of state since the begin-|+jals, judgments and executions there-
ning of the Taft administration. Presi- |of by the l.cr:;zrt.s. He!sa}‘: tgn;e:&:t;
t T# a1 « devotio 1 rtate A ederal courts are de v
dent Taft ‘-x,\..al.n.-; the d_\u:l.n '(flam l.l-.mth;;\?‘d pnrticulzurs. oot T &I prohe
THUCH SRRCE 1O seasS alﬁ{nm Y BIAMNE | ability the defecte are less In the fed-
that there Is no provision by statule|., . courts. He says that a procedure
I or custom for a formal report by the | in state courts should generally follow

secretary of state to the president or

tn congress, and a presidential

gige is the only means by which the|!

conditions of our foreign refations can

o - & e & & < W o -
:-‘::-r,qtl T:fthlrf.tn:h;hm_;':::‘,]m e s “rst instance, the law of appeals from

Except as to the relations befween | hoge courts to the court of 3]’!198]5 ﬂ“‘:
this government and Nlcaragua It = | to the supreme CN“'t‘d an he ﬂﬁ_
pointéd out by the president that the | imposed in such procedure t‘-:pon 1';11
Trnited States is on =& most friendly | &te litigants and upon the gu“n:
footing with all of the other nations treasury and make recr_\mmenda 3
of the earth. witih a view to simplifying and ex

As to Nicaragun.
Concerning the  difficulties with
Nicaragua Presldent Taft says: “Bince

the Washington conventions of 1907
waere communicated to the guvern-
ment of the Unlited SBtates as & ¢on-
sulting and advising party, this gov-
ernment has been almost continuously
called upon by one or another., and
fn turn by all of the five Central
American republics, to exert itself for
the maintenance of the gconventions
Nearly every complaint has been
against the Zelaye government of (&

——wditaragua, which has kept Central
America In constant tension and tur-

s moil"”

He sayvs that the efforts of the gov-
ernmant to promote peace havoe been
appreciated by & majority of these
countries who are loval to thelr true
Interests, and that it Is unnecessary to
rehearse the sad tale of unspeakabhle
barbarities and oppression alleged to
have been committed by the Zelayla
government. Continuing, the presi-
dent says: “Recently two Amoricans
were put to death by the order of
President Zelaya hlmself. They were

officers In the organized forces of a|
revolution which had continued many

weeks and wasz In  control of about
half of the republic, and as such, ac-
cording to the modern enlightened
practice of civilized mnations, they
] ware entitled to be dealt with as
prisoners of war.,” The president
then tells of the termination of diplo-
matic relations with the Zelaya gov-
ernment and of hisg intentions to take
} such steps as may be found to be
consistent with this government's
dignity in protecting American in-
terests in Nlcaragua, and he says it
may be necessary for him to bring
this subject to the sattention of con-
Egress in a special messags. He ad-|
vocater legislation which will permit
of the reorganization of the state de-
partment slong the lnes suggesied by
Becratary Knox, which were made
\ public the other day,

Economy Urged.

Presigent Taft Insists that the most
fmportant questior presentsd to ths
administration i= that of economy in
expenditures and sufficient revenue, He
eays that on June 36, 1910, the crdinary

! expenditures will exceed the revenue
by E4.075,62. 1If the 335.000.000 which
willi be expended during the vear for

the Panamn canal, and the 21,000,000 to

Lis direction the estimates for expendi-
tires for Lhe fiscal year ending June 30,
191, are les= than the appropriations
for the current fiscal year by $42,E18 000,
T his, with the income expected during
that period and exeluding the pavments
on the Panama canal work, will leave
a surplus in the treasury of $35.031.000
¢n that date. He tells congress that
the estimates have bheen cut to the
quick and that a further paricg down
& of them by congresa will resuilt In seri-

ciusly hampering the proper adminis-
tration of the departments. He be-
hevis that much economy In govern-
ment administration ecan bhe obtained
ty & reorganizatlon of the clerienl

cation of the kind of work they do,

so that It will be possible for clerks of

. high abllity to receive more compensa-

I tion than others; and the elirMnation

from the Eovernment service of those

who are (nefliclent from ary cause, “and

as the degree of efficlency in all de-

partments is much lessened by the re-

tention of all the employes who have

outlived thelr usefulness. It is indispan-

sable to any proper system of économy

that provislon be made so that their

| separaetion from the service shall be

eaxy and inevitable. 1L is imposcible to

meka such provision unlesz there Is
adopted a plan of civil pensiona.”

Sugar Trust Frauds,

The president states hat the gugar
trust frauds are to bea probed to ths
very bottom; that the department of
justice and the treasury department are
exerting every effort to discover tha
i wrong doers in connection with them,
' fneluding officers and employes of thes

companies who may have been privy
to the fraud. He also states that in-
vastigation of these frauds by congress
at present pending the probing going
on by the departments of justice and

' forces of Lhe government. a reclassifi-

mes- | §

| cost of

| and posesibly ralse this rate on mag-

| are much

| subsidy plan and thinks that it might
| be started I

|a $50,000 appropriation to be used by

be pald on the public debt. |s added
to this n. it will make a total deficit
of $73.90 20, He polute out that the |
Panama canal expenditures will be met
by bond izsues and that it is now ex-
pected that the total cost of the canal
will be §375,009,000. He snvs that under

the procedura In the federal courts,
ind he asks congress to authorize him
o appoint a commission with authority
to examine the law and the 'equity
nrocedure of the federal courts of the

pediting the procedure as far as pos-

#ible and making it as inexpensive as

may be to the litigant of little means.
Issuance of Injunctions.

He calls for the enforcement of his
party’s pledge for legislation that will
‘~ore accurately defins by statute the
procedure in the federal courts with
respect to the issuance of the writ of
injunction. He suggests that the is-
suing of such writs be forbldden with-
wut previous notice and a reasonabie
; pportunity to be heard on behalf of
11 parties to be enjoined unless It
shall appear to the satisfaction of the
court that the delay necessary to give
such notice and hearing will result in
Jreparable injury to the complainant.
He would limit the life of such emer-
aency injunctions to seven days, unless
a full hearing the court should decide
that it was necessary,

The Postal Deficit.

President Taft pays particular at-
tention to the postal deflcit, and BAYS |
it is largely eaused by the low rate of
postage of one cent a pound for sec-|
ond cln=s matter. He says the actual
transporting this matter s
nino cents & pound. He thinks that
congress shonld look Into the matter

periodicnis because the.vl
heavier than newspapers |
and contain much higher proportion
of advertising to reading matter.
Other Recommendations.

He advocates strongly the redemp-

azinea and

tion of the Republican party’s pledge
for the establishment of postal sav- |
ing banks. He also favors the ship

government's
He asks for

with the
profits on forelgen mail

the sacretary of commerce and iabor
for the employment of special inspec-
tors to Investigate the white slave
traffic and bring those responsible for
it to justice. He thinks there iz need
for the establishment of a federal
bureau of health. He also asks for
a law compelling candidates in elee-
tion of members of the house of rep-
resentatives and the committees In
charge of thelr campaligns to flla with
the government a statement of ' the
contributions received and expendi-
tures Incurred in the campajgn for
such elections, and that similar leg-
isldtion be enacted in respect to all
other elections which are constitu-
tionally within the control of con-
Eress.
Reasons for High Prices.

“SQpeaking generally, the country Is In
a high state of prosperity.” says Presl-
dant Taft In concluding his message.
“There Is every reason to believe that
we are on the eve of a substantial busi-
ness  expansion, and we have Jjust
garnered a harvest unexampled In thé
market value of our agricultural pro-
ducts. The high pricés which such pro-
ducts bring mean great prosperity for
the farming community, but on the
other hand they mean a very consider-
ably Incrcased burden upon those
classes in the communit; whose yearl®
compensat'on does not expand with
the improvement of business and th»
general prosperity. Various reasons ars
given for the high prices. The propor-
tlonnte increase in the output of gold,
which today Is the chlef medium of ex-
change and is in some respects a meas-
ure of valne, furnishes a substantial ex-
planation of at least part of the In-
ecrense in prices., The increase In popu-
lation and the more expensive mode of
living of the people, which have not
been mRccompanied by a8  proportionat-
fnerease in acreage production, may
furnish a further reasnn.

“It I= well to note that the increase
in the cost of living is not confined
to this country, but oDrevails the
world over, and that those who would
charge increases in prices to the ex-
isting protective tariff must meet the
fact that the rise In prices has taken
plnce almost wholly in those products
of the factory and farm in respect to
which there has been either no in-

crease in the tariff or in many in-
stances & very considerable reduc-
tion.”

Important Matters Omitted.

Such important questions as amend-
ing the anti-trust and interstate com-
merce laws, and the lJaws for the con-
servation of the natlonal resources,
Mr, Taft announces he will dlscuss
with congresa in a special message in
the near future.

]
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NEAR ZERO MARK.

Coldest Weather of Season in
Kansas,

Mercury Here Drops to One

Degree Above.

STORM WAS SEVERE.

Trafic on the Railroads Is

Delayed.

Street Car Service Is Restored
This Morning.

After a night of wind and snow To-
peka people awoke shivering in a tem-
perafure of 1 degree above zero. It
was agaln the coldest weather of the
year. 'This temperature prevalled at 7
and again at 8 o'clock this morning.
Shortiy after § o'clock the temperature
began 1o rise slowly.

And there is the promlise of the
weather man that the temperature to-
morrow will be much more to the lik-
ing of the average citizen than is the
case today. The storm of yesterday
was caused by the combination of an
area of high barometer in the north-
west actipg in conjunction with an
aren of low barometric pressure in New
Mexico. The axls of the cold weather
Iswestof theRockyMountainsand seems
to be moving toward the South Atlantic
states. It is expected to be past To-
peka and this seetion of the country by
tomorrow. Last night the thermometer
1egistered 12 degrees below zero at Miles
City, Montana, At Bismiarck., North Da-
kota, the lowest temperature recorded
last night was 10 below zero and in
South Dakota the temperature tumbled
to zero. The zero weather llne, how-
ever. i3 moving north rapidly today.

Last night was the worst night of
the year in Topeka. From 3 o'clock
vntll the last ear reached the barns
the street car service was demoralized,
The snow drifted In on the tracks and
cars was stuck on every grade along the
line. Snow sweepers did little good be-
cause the wind bhlow the fine snow
back upon the track rapidly as it was
removad. People waited from 6 until
8 o'clock for cars to take them home
from work and many of them did not
get cars at that time, and walked in-
stead, Others who waited Jeft the cars
and walked home when they found
what a task it was to get home by rail
In many cases it was necessary for the
conductor of the car to sweep the snow
off the rail ahead of the car, and oven
at this slow rate travel was difficult.
The street car men worked ail night
trying to get the lines in shape to han-
dle today's traffic. This morning the
gervice. while delayed, was Tot bad
when compared with the =ervice last
might.

Trouble for Raliroads.

All over Kansas the storm has
caused trouble for the rallroads and
delayed traffic, There is not a great
deal of wire trouble as it was too ecold
for the snow to cling to the wires.
But the snow which fell drifted in the
cuts and for a time it was almost im-
possible to get trains through. Rock
Island train No. 2 was ten hours late
according to reports recelved here
from the western parts of the state

this morning. 1t was held up six
hours on account of snow.
The temperatures reported from

aver the state by the railroads range
5 below to 10 above zero, The low-
est temperatures were recorded In
southwest Kansas, around Buckiin.
The wind was strong and the most
severe storm yet reported was in that
section of the country, Trouble on
the Rock Island between Topeka and
Herington was reported and caused
some delay Iast night but this morn-
ing all the trains are moving. A slight
derailment at Dwlght assisted the
storm in delaying traffic, All trains
are late today.

The Santa Fe reports snow and se-
vera weather all over Kansas but
early morning reports indleated that
there was not so much trouble with
the drifting snow as was feared. The
storm ceased about midnight after a
fall of snow which amounted to from
one and a half to three inchea. The
heaviest fall of snow reported by the
Santa Fe in Kansas {8 on the Strong
City Newton line.

Unshelterad stock suffered in last
night's storm. It was the third day
of the storm and was the worst ex-
perienced this winter for such stock.

At 2 o'clock this afternoon the wind
was blowirg 22 miles an hour from the
northwest and the temperature had
risen to 8 degrees above zero. The pre-
cipitation last night amounted to .23
inches. Following are the hourly tem-
peratures today:

1 o'clook...... = 1] 11 ovlock., . ... 13
8 o'clock ....... 1] 12 o'clock........ 5
9 oclock........ 2| 1 o'clock........ 7
10 o'clock...ivees 4. 2 oclock........ B

ERDER INQUEST BEGINS.

Doctor Whe Made the Chemical
Analysis Is Chief Witness.

7.—The coroner's
jury today, listened to testimony bear-
.pg on the death last July of W. J.
rder. Chief among the witnesses
véere Dr. W. H. Warren, whose chem-
ical analysis of Erder’s viscera revealed
arsenle in conglderable quantities,

It was the insistence of Miss Kate
Erder, sister of the dead man, on an
luvestigation that stirred the local
authorities to action and today’s In-
vest is the first open official proceed-
INR-.

Whether Mrs. L. D. Doxey of Co-
lcmbus, Nebh., who s accusged of caus-
g Erder’s death, would be present at
thie coroner’s proceedings, was uncer-
tzin when the hearing began.

JOHN DREW IS HURT.

Thrown and Trampled TUpon by His
Horse in Central Park.

St. Louis, Dec.

‘New York, Dec. 7.—John Drew, tha
actor, was thrown from his horse while
riding with his dapghter on the bridle
pith in Central park today and serious-
1y injured. The horse trampled on th»
actor as he lay on the ground. Mr.
Drew was hurried to the Presbyteriaa
hbspital. The exteat of his injurles is

‘fices. Practieally

not known. Mr. Drew has been appear-
ing in a play here

Miss Drew was holding her father's
head in her lap when an automoblle
party stopped and volumteered to take
the actor to the hospltal

While the doctors were unahle to
determine the full extent of Mr.
Drew's injuries, they announced he
had suffered a severe fracture of the
left shoulder and it was feared he had
been mmjured internally.

HEARING THE MESSAGE.

Gren.tlnmm Manifested by Both
Democrats and Republicans.

Washington, Dec. 7.—The first an-
rnua] message of President Taft was
presented in both houses of congress
Ly Asgistant Secretary Latta and In
both houses was received shortly after
i? o'clock.

In the senate when the reading of
the message began at 12:12 p, m.
great interest was manifested by both
Republicans and Democrats.

There was a full attendance of sena-
tors on the floor of the chamber and
4 soon as copies of the document had
been furnished to them they riveted
tLeir attention upon the printed pages.
While the secretary of the senate read
the president’'s words, many senators
hastened over the pamphlet hunting
for subjects in which they were espe-
¢lally interested. Others proceeded in
the more orderly way of following the
reading from the desk,

The portions of the message which
attracted most attention were those
relating to the complication with Nica-
ragua, the minution of public expendi-
iures, the custom house frauds and the
tarift act.

The one phrase which attracted most
rttention was found in connection with
the president’s treatment of the Zelaya
‘neident of which he spoke as “the
rad tale of unspeakable barbarities.”

At 1:40 p. m. the reading of the
message wis concluded in the house
and that body adjourned until Friday.

BOY THIEVES CAUGHT.

der arrest belong to a gang of juvenile
Last Night,

Harvey and Ray Slusser, aged 22 and
17 years, respectively, were arrested to-
day by Detectlves Lawson and Fowler
on the charge of burglarizing the Estep
store .at the corner of Emmett and
Seward avenues last night, Ray Slusser
has confessed to the robbery and de-
clares that his oousin assisted him.
The elder Slusser boy denles all knowl-
tdge of the affair.

The stolen goods were found in the
Slusser barn at the Slusser residence on
Twiss avenue, In Oakland. They
amount to a smal] wagon load, and con-
sist of dress goods and patterns, tobac-
cp and cigars, combs, shoes and over-
shoes, sardines, chewing gum and men's
clothing. The value of the stolen stuff
is estimated at $100.

-

The robbery was discovered this
morning and wson pod Fowler were
detal on the case. - boys were ar.

rested at noomn. According to Ray Slus-
ser the robbery occurred between mil-
night and 1 o'clock. \

It is believed that the two boys un-j
TMobbed Oakland Store Storm
thieves who have committed a number
of thefts in the past saveral months.
They will be questioned by the officers
this afterncon in an effort to uncover
more of their work.

LANE IS REAPPOINTED

Taft Sends About 1,200 Nominations
to Senate for Approval.

Washington, Deec, 7.—Prerldent

|Taft today sent to the senate a list of

about 1,200 nominations to federal of-
all are recess ap-
pointments that have besn announced
from time to time as made, and the
greater part of the list {s made up of
postmasters in the smaner citlies and
census supervigors,

One of the important new an-
nouncements is that of the reappoint-
ment of Franklin Eune as a member
of the Interstats Commerce commis-
sion. Sanford B, Dole, former presi-
dent of the Hawailan 1islands, has=
been named as United States judge
for the territory of Hawall

CARNEGIE'S PROTEGE.

Millionaire Glves $5,000 for Education
of Boy Planist.

Plttsburg, Dee. 7.—Dennis Chabot,
a2 Belgian boy pianist, who is possessed
ts remarkable talent, has no further
worry over his ambition to secure
Turopean instruction. Chabot's abllity
has long attracted attention and when
his case was brought to the notice of
indrew Carnegie he was awarded a
$5.000 annual scholarship and all ar-
sangements were made for him to
continue his studles In Europe. The
hoy will play for his benefactor before
he sails January 1.

- LONG LIFE IN CANDY.

ronstant Consumer Lives to Be 103
Years Old.

Washington, N. J.,, Dec. 7.—Plenty
of peppermint candy is the recipe for
longevity given by John Kipp, who has
Just celebrated his 103d birthday here.
Mr. Kipp, who ia still active in body
and mind despite his advanced age,
attributes hi= long life and excellent
health to the fact that he has used
tcbacco and intoxicants sparingly, has
vaten little meat, but has consumed a
Juantity of peppermint candy at every
meal from his early childhood.

TRIED 3 WAYS TO DIE.

Salesman Out of a Job Finally
Drowned Himself.

New York, Dec. 7.—Charles Schaeffer,
a salesman out of employment, took
three methods of suicide today fors
he succeeded in killing himself.

Schaeffer lay on his cot at hizs home
and tried to garotte himself with a
towel. Unsuccessful, he slit his throat
and wrista with a razor. Still death
did not come, and Schaeffer stagzered
to the bath room ' and turne® on the
water in the tub. When the tub was
halr filled, Schaeffer climbed in and lay
face downward until he drowned.

WINTER SETS IN.

Coldest Weather of the Season
at Many Points,

From Two to Six Degrees Below
Zero in Nebraska.

B1G SNOW IN CHICAGO.

A Foot of the Beautiful Govers'
Lineoln Streets.

Sioux City Reports a Tem-
perature of Two Below.

——

Chicago, Dec. T.—Heavy snow accom-
Panled by lower temperature and a 35
mile wind swept over Chicago and the
surrounding territory today, bringing
dcath lo three persens in this clty he-
fore the nocn hour and seriously
hampering transportation. One man
was found dead from cold and expos-
ure and two men. blinded by snow,
Were run over by trains. 1

The smowfall in this city was four
inches and reports from outside points
told of 15 inches with heavy drifts In
railroad cuts.

S5t. Louis, Dec. T.—A severs storm
prevalled in this section today. It ex-
tended into southern Illinols and
throughout southeastern Misscuri. The
temperature dropped 20 degrees.

Omaha, Neb.,, Dec. 7.—Two degrees
below zero was the reading at the
wedather bureau this morning. The
coidest of the winter by eight degrees.

Chicago, Dec. 7.—Chicago was vis-
ited today with the first real snow
storm of the seasdn. ESeveral inches
of snow fell and traffic was impeded.

_The storm extends from southern
Wisconsin into eastern lowa _and
ihrough the Ohlo valley, covering Illl-
nvie and Indiana. Trains from the
west and north were delayed from one
tn three hours. The wind attaining a
velocity of 35 miles an hour added to
the discomfort,

Lincoln, Neb.,, Dec. 7.—Twelve
inches of snow and a minimum tem-
perature of six degrees below zero
were reported this morning by the
iocal weather bureau. Street car

/traffic is blockaded and roads leading

into the city are impas=able.
Siqux City, Ia.. Dec. T.—It was two

below zero. here this meorning, the
coldest of the winter.
St. Joseph, Mo., Dec. 7.—North-

west Missouri is covered with snow
and cold weather is causing suffering.
Rallroads are having difficulty In
moving trains and telegraph and tel-
ephone wires are down at some places,

The Missouri river was blocked here
today, caused by ice jamas. d

Norfolk, Neh.,, Dec. 7.—The gov-
ernment thermometer registered 10
degrees below zero in Norfolk today.

Coldest in 81 Years,

Denver, Dec, 7—The entire state of
Colorado is shivering under the cold-
cst December in 31 years, For three
fays the highest mark in Denver has
l.een five degrees above and last night
1or the second time in three days the
10 below mark was reached.

Bitterly cold weather is also report-
cd from southern Wyoming, 12 below
teing recorded at Laramie last night.

Cold Wave in Southwest.

Kansas City, Mo., Dec. 7.—This por-
tion of the southwest i{s today in the
grip of the most severe cold wave of
the geason, with temperatures ranging
irorn 8 degrees above zero at Okla-
homa City, to 4 degrees below at Con-
cordia and Dodge City, Kansas.

Clear weather prevailed over all of
Kansas, Oklahoma, southern Nebraska,
northwestern Missouri and the Texas
Panhandle todasy following the heavy
snowstorm of yesterday and Iast might,
Lut with the cessation of the snowfall,
temperatures fell sharply.

Snow continues to fall today In
southwest and central Missouri,

Railroad traffic. which yesterday and
jast nlght was demoralized, was much
‘mproved west and southwest of Kan-
sfs City today, but train service south-
fast and east was still hampered.

The following temperatures were re-
ported at 8 o’clock this morning:

Kansas City, 3 above; Dodge City, 4
below; Amarillo, 6 above: Oklahoma
City, 8 above zero.

Bad Night on the TLakes,

Duluth, Minn., Dec. 7.—The pack-
age freighter Muncy of tha Anchor
Hnd, which arrived here last night,
had a thrilling trip from Houghton to
Duluth. The Muncy, as she llea at
the Omaha dock is a veritable ice-
berg. Second Mate J. J. Smith, said:

“We left Houghton about 5 o'clock
Sunday evening. About 10 o'clock, a
heavy southeaster with moch enow
struck us. It was the worst night I
have spent on the lakes. The waves
washed over the decks and the spray
dashed 30 to 40 feet. up the spars.
The water froze as fast as It struck.
A blg wave washed away the tank
fastened to the forward deck and
tore away the pilot house bridge.
About midnight the water entered the
cabin windows. At times we belleved
the ship was sinking.”

She Lay for Hours in Storm.

Danville, I, Dec. 7—Lying In six
Inches of snow on the steps of a bank
bullding and almost dead, a Hungarian
woman and her 6months-cld child,
were found at daybreak by a police-
man.

Attached to the woman's dress was a
tag consigning her to her husband, a
coal miner at Westville, Tll. Bhe, with
her baby, arrived in the night trom
New York. She wandered about help-
lessly, the child eclasped to her breast,
until she sank exhausted and lay for
hours In the storm.

Revived by warmth and food, the wo-
'man and her baby will be sent on t»
Westville.

HEALTH MEN COMING.

Will Be Here Tomorrow for a Two
Days’ Conference.

Discussion of the methods of fight-
:ng tuberculosis will be the most Im-
portant feature of the meeting of the
health officials of Kansas who are here
t. attend a2 two days’ conference be-
ginning tomorrow. Prominent heaith
afficlals of the state will talk of gues-
4.ons of publlic health and action look-
ing to the widening of the scope of the
ﬁa‘lton tuberculosis as well as the best
E diphtheria, ty-

methods for fighting .
vhold fever and other diseazes will

- -
Jdkely be taken. Several women will
take part in the p
Thursday the second annuil meet-
ing of the Kansas Association for the
Study and Prevention of Tuberculosis
will convene. All of the meetings will
be held in Representative hall,

The program, which was printed last
week, will begin at 8:30 o" tomor-
10w morning.,

KOONTZ MAY LEAVE.

Rumored That Topeka Man Wil Be
Made Freight Traffic Manager,

With the recent appoiptment of J.
E. Gorman formerly of Topeka. and
freight traffic manager of the HSanta
Fe, to first vice president of the Rock
Island, in charge of the freight traffic
of that system, comes the natural line
of succession on the Santa Fe affecting
the offices In the freight department
from the Chicago to the coast lines.

There are four men in the frelght
department of the Santa F'e who are In
llne for freight traffic manager, the po-
sitlon 1ecently held by Mr. Gorman
These men are W. A. Bissell, assistant
trafic manager of San Francisco; F. B
Houghton, assistant frelght traffic
manager of Chicago; E, Chambers. 8s-
sietant freight traflic manager of San
Franclsco. The .other man Lo whom
the Topeka rallroad circles ars look-
ing for the appointment is J. R. Koonts,
general frelght agent at a.

It {8 known that Mr. Koontz Is
highly considered by the officlals In
Chicago and his appointment I8 ex-
pected at any time. None of the To-
peka officials were abla to give out
any gossip on the appointments this
afternoon. At the office of the gen-
eral manager, Henry Lautz, assistant
to the general manager, had heard
from General Manager Hurley that
Mr. Gorman had taken the appoint-
ment of first vice president of the
Rock Island. The new position ac-
capted by Mr. Garman was & source
of rezret on account of his efficlency
and value to the Santa Fe. How-
ever, with their eivil service system in
active operation the Santa Fe ls able
to fill the positlon with an experienced
man—and it i{# hoped by Topeka as-
sociates that Mr, Koontz will be ten-
dered the Important position in Chi-

cago. ,

In case Mr. Koontz goes to Chl-
cago hls position of general freight
agent in Topeka will undoubtedly be
filled by another Topeka man, R. G.
Merrick, who is at the present time
assistant. There are three other as-
gistants, F. C. Maegly of Chicago, F.
H. Manter and C. W. Cook of Topeka.
There are also two general freight
agentes from other lines of the Santa
Fe who are eligible to the Topeka
position.

Rock Island Changes.

Chicago, Dec. 7.—Reorganization of
the Rock Island rallway hLas been prac-
tically completed by the election of
four mew vice presidents to serve with
FPresident Henrv U. Mudge. The fol-
lowing changes were announnced:

James E. Gorman., formerly f{reight
traffic mana=er of the Santa Fe to be
first vice president in charge of the
freight trafMe. succeeding W. B. Bid-
dle; F. O. Melcher. to be secund wice
rtresident In charge of operation cuc-
ceodi H U. Mudege; John Sebastian,
formerly passenger trafflc manager. to
be third vice president In charge of
passenger traffic; E. 8, Moore, former-
iy second ¢ -sistant to the president to
be fourth viece president in charge of
purchases, succeeding E. L. Poilock.

It I1s understood W. 8, Tinsman, man-
ager of the Choctaw and Southern dis-
trict will succeed Mr. Melcher as gen-
eral manager and that I. M. Allen now
general passenger agent will be made
general pessenger  traffic manager,
should ‘that position be filled.

W. B. Moore, one of the owners of
the Rock lIsland sa'd today:

“The deal whereby I and some of my
irlends have becomme interested In the
Lehigh Valley road has no significance
for the Rock Island. we have no Iin-
terest in the Wabash and the Iebigh
Valley is pot geing to lease it so far as
I know."

Additional appointments of officials in
the reorganization of the Rock Island
lines were announced hersa today by
John Sebastian, newly elected vice prea-
ident, as follows:

L. M. Allen, passenger traffic man-
ager; W. J. Leahy, general passenger
agent, and J. A. Stewart, first asslst-
ant general passenger agent.

BROUGHT THE BUNCH.

tends Opening of the House,

Washington, Dec. 7.—Speaker Can-
ron in his desire to have some mem-
ter of his famlly represented among
the visitors in the house galleries at
the opening session nearly got into
‘rouble. As his daaghter, Mlss Helen
Cannon, was not In town, Mr, Cannon
thought of calling up his granddnugh-
ter, Miss Virginia Le Suere, who Is a
yupil at the Natlional Cathedral School
fer Girls.

“Want to come down and see the
hcuae convene? sald "Uncle Joe.™

“You bet,” responded Miss Virginia,
vho Is in the vicinity of the sweét but
slangy 16, “and I'll bring the buneh.”

She did, and she gave the speaker
ihe full stréngth of her class 1o lake
care of. He did It, but it was some-
‘hing of a strain.

WHEAT IS GOOD.

Area Sown Is 2,449,000 Acres Greater
Than Last Year's.

-

Washington, Deec. 7.—The crop re-
porting board of the department of
agriculture today estimated that the
newly seeded area of winter wheat Is
1.8 per cent greater than the revised
estimated area sown in the fall of
868, equivalent to an increase of
2,449,000 acres the indicated total
area belng 33,483,000 acres,

The condition of winter wheat on
Lecember 1 was 95.8 against 85.3 on
that day a year ago.

The newly seeded area of rye Is
estimated at belng 1.2 per cent great-
¢r than the revised estimated area
rown in the fall of 1908, equivalent to
an increase of 25,000 acres, the indi-
cated total being 2,155,000 acres.

The condition of rye on Decamber
1 was 94.1 as compared with §7.6 last
FEar,

Weather Indications.
, Dec. 7.—Forecast for Kan-
sas: fonight and Wednesday
warmer Wednesday and in west portion
tonight.

Speaker Cannon's Granddaughter At-|®a8ld

-
.

THE GAS RUNS LOW

Manager Issued a Warning to
Consumers.

Pressure Has Been Going Down
Since Noon.

TRELEAVEN PUZZLED.

Unable to Offer Explanation of
the Shortage,

Left This Afternoon to Imves-
tigate the Situation.

At 10 o'clock this morning L. G.
Treleaven, manager of the Consumers’
mnt.m:&l’owoommhthh
city, issued & warning that there wounld
be a shortage of the gas supply this
wfternoon and tonight. Bfforts wers
being made all morning to secure mors
gas for Topeka but the pressure was
going down steadily and there was no
promiss that the situation would be re-
lieved by the supply of more gas.

Mr. Treleaven felt the sitwation
:l:‘e:lrw& in view of the faot

&
had that ’t;emr! wonlmgwh:t h.:
thia winter, he has so 4 He
will leave tonight for tha Eas flelds
And make a personal investigation of

ronditions there.
“You may rest assured,” sald he,
can learn
I

R R,

@ peka people kn
&m as much at a los-pto kn%‘ E;h-t
to do as anyone, We have been told
a;l along that there would be plenty
0i gas this winter. If the Kansas
Natural Gas company would only fur-
nish us the gas we could deliver it.
They are supposed to furnish us the
kas at the city limits. We can't give it
;ut whe; “&lon‘t get 1t. I dom't

now w we do not the any
niore f.hn.; you do. -t i

“We are pinched for gas this after-
noon an” will be tonight I belleve,
Something may happen to avert this
Lut I do not it. The only
reason I can give you for this is that
l.%a t;')rasu-uxle here is going down all
‘he tims, am trying to get Kansas
City by wire and get south from there
and learn what is the matter,

“It I8 a thankless job. Wa operate
tere during the summer at the loss
cf $100 per day. Then we got a spell
7t weather when we could sell some
a8, when the people would use it and
-he Kansas Natura] people fail to sup-
ply us. Then we have to bear the
brunt.”

Mr. Treleaven sald this morning that
fnere was a shortage of gas Inst night
between 6 and 8 o'clock but that tha
pressure was normal early this morn-
Ing. He did not ecare to discuss the
mitter early today becausé he Is pre-
paring to leave for the gas fields andd
ascertain true conditions for himself

In commenting upon the shortage of
gas this morning Mr. Treleaven denled
the report that ‘the gas company has
more than reached the limits of con-
sumers who can be supplied with gas
with the present system. He declared
50 per cent more meters could ba in-
stalled and the people supplied with gas
provide? the gas was forthcoming. FH»
daclared the 12 fnch main which brings
the gas from Haskell here Is large
enough to carry gas for a 50 per cen*
Increased consumption.

Why the gas is not to be had s th»
question the people would like answered
and Mr. Treleaven declares there is no
one who wants to know this more thaa
himself. It is for this purpose that ha
will make the trip south. It does seem
rather strange for the gas company to
g0 on making new connections when It
can not supply the customers it has.

Last night there were many com-
plaints of poor gas pressure, While the
preszure may have heen normal at th=
supply station it was not over the elty.
In the residence districts the gas
burned feebly in lights and stoves untit
well towards midnight. At that time It
became a Httle stronger but this morn-
ing there were more complaints of o
short supply of gans. And thesa com-
plaints were not in outlying districta
but In the down town residence section.
At this time the cold was most severec.
At 1 o'clock today Mr. Treleaven

“We are beginning to feel the
pinch. This will continue. I don't
know just how bad it will he. Wa
will not go out but we are going to
be badly pinched for gas and people
living on the outskirts will be badly
in need of gas. I am hoping for the
beat, but T know that we will ba badly
in need of gas In Topeka until, prob-
ably, late tonight.”

When told that telephone messages
reported plenty of gas at Lawrencs
and Ottawa, Mr, Treleaven said these
towns would have plenty of gas as
long as Topeka had any gas at all.
There will be do difficuliy at elther
place, he declared untll the gas had
gone completely out here,

“We get only the surplus from thess
towns,” he sald. “As long as wa get
any we can rest assured that there is
plenty of gas in Lawrence ani
Ottawa. Only when the supply here
falls entirely can they be short of

gas,

“Kansas City, St. Joseph or Atch-
Ison would be more ikely to be short
of gas than either Lawrence or
Ottawa. They are ‘dead end’ towns
the same as we are*

Mr. Treleaven left at 1:35 o'clock
for Kansas City, on his way to the
Kanuas gas fields

which followed is proving efficleni. Mr.
Da Is now out of bed, and ¥as
down z on
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